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Joan Fenicle, Photographer and Professional Wanderer			

Many have come to New Mexico in search of treasure, both gold and souls. The first Spaniards
were looking for the mythical city of Cibola, returning years later with the Franciscan friars who
built great monuments to the Catholic faith. These grand churches, symbols of Spanish power,
were destroyed during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680.
After the return of the Spanish in 1692, the people (la gente) learned to coexist with their
Native neighbors, building humble chapels (capillas) and churches (Iglesias) in contrast to the
grand mission churches that laid in ruins. In remote areas, the Penitente Brothers (Hermanos)
carried on the faith as there were no priests; healers (Curanderas) delivered babies and cared for
the sick as there were no doctors. Life was hard; promises (promesas) were made and kept.
This book is about those acts of faith. It’s about the beautifully simple
architecture and the memory of the carpenters who cut the timbers and
those who made the adobes, the women who did the plastering (mudding),
the Santeros who carved the bultos and painted the retablos, and those
who lovingly restore them now. The images span decades of traveling New
Mexico’s back roads (callejones) with many more miles to go.

We hope you will enjoy the book on many levels - the melody of the words,
the beauty of the simple architecture and the idea of Faith (however you
define it).

Karen Biddle, Poet											
I am a poet, filled with the stories of poets, of exploring, and of prophets with the folklore of Man
... I am ancestors, testimonials, Dead Sea Scrolls, creeds, and prayers.
Like you, interwoven, descendant of ancients, inheriting news handed down ... of the Beginning,
of a Great God, then of politics and of crowns.
finding my own way, questioning God. For, not by works did I find Him, but in a Great Grace ...
shown by the lives of people from many lands, in their ...
great grandfathers, grandmothers; in their children - a Great Grace
alive in their hearts ... alive in churches of great steeples, alive in lovely
chapels of clay and of straw; alive
in brilliant colors of art - a miraculous faith expressed over and over ...
interwoven like baskets with the humble hands of truly inspired artists ...

Baskets of Faith
Strands of Starlight and White Moon
were running Clear Rivers
among the Dry Winds,
Clear Sky with
Strands of Blue heaven;
when, witnessing together:
The Coming of Man the First, with skin of Dark Mesa
then, later, the Sliver of Moon
Came the caressing of Straw and of Earth
into Moradas for the Hermanos
then las Capillas Bonitas
of Holy Ancient Ancestors:

Our Great Antepasados Ancestors Sometimes warring and
sometimes at peace:
Abuelos y Abuelas,
Padres y Madres,
Tíos y Tías,
Hijos y Hijas:
Weaving together:
Threads of their Blood
and
Baskets of Faith.

1. La Capilla de San Antonio, La Cieneguilla Land Grant

Our Lady of Sorrows
Our Lady of Sorrows
touched by Apostles
carrying News: and
witnesses, witnesses
wearing out shoes those who testified
on ancient papers rolled up, hidden,
transcribed by clerics;
read by Enlightened Ones,
published on presses Testify! Testify!
How quickly it spread

2. Nuestra Señora de los Dolores, Pilar

Waking Up a Soul
Morning
mails
an invitation
through
a crooked window
chasing off the darkness
of a chapel shell,
setting up
a sunrise
for the
Sunday surgery
of
waking up a soul

3. San Juan Nepomuceno, Llano San Juan

Only Grace
Sometimes the hope is there
when my skin glows
with youth
ready to believe
the songs birds sing

I say,
“Where are you, God?
you talked to Moses,
you spoke to Jonah,
well, where are you now?”

touching the softness of dog fur
in the scent of cookies
by the heat of the stove
I believe

I want to know
are you this grace
without gravity
beckoning my soul

But then,
inside the closet
where the dust settles
secrets creep down walls
from ancestors and their cries
of struggle and death
this seems
a meaningless parade,
all is dust again

that you breathed
through the dust of man
into
what are now dead mothers
and fathers so cold

27. Previous page: Sacred Black Mesa and La Capilla de la Sagrada Familia, Pajarito

I wonder into your heavens
and know how infinitesimal
I truly am
staggering on a
pivotal axis:
trusting the beauty
and hating the pain
you expect so much of me
to not see and then believe
only Grace is the answer
if sense means anything
and only the Universe could hold
the wealth of it,
oceans are simply not enough

28. Offerings from the sick and the cured, Ruppe Drugs, Barélas
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Cover. Nuestra Señora del Rosario (Our Lady of the Rosary), Truchas: Two families, the Romeros of Santa Cruz and the Espinosas
of Chimayó, founded this high mountain village in the mid-1700s. Named for the Rio Truchas (trout river), the houses originally shared
outside walls and formed a defensible interior plaza with only one entrance gate the width of a single cart. Trucheros are tough people
- surviving fierce Indian raids and cold winters; known even now for their rugged independence. It is a place of stories - of evil spirits
and ghosts of wild horses who run through the streets at night; a place where paved roads and electricity came late; a place where some
residents still speak a form of 16th century Spanish used nowhere else today. The church may date back to the late 1700s. It contains two
large altar-screens by the renowned Pedro Antonio Freesias; one dated 1821. Rarely open to the public, services are held in the church by
the Hermanos Penitente during Holy Week. Feast Day is on October 7, celebrated with vespers, a mass and a procession.
1. La Capilla de San Antonio, La Cieneguilla Land Grant: The chapel was built by the Mora Family on lands granted by Don Diego de
Vargas in 1693. According to the family, Antonio José Mora brought a statue of St. Anthony from Portugal, keeping it at the family home
where the community would come and pray. During a time of increasing Comanche Indian raids, la gente made a promise to St. Anthony
that if peace would come, the community would build a capilla honoring St. Anthony. So, in 1818-1820 the Capilla de San Antonio was
constructed by the Mora family. The chapel remains privately owned although you can make an appointment to view it. The community
holds a mass on June 12-13 each year with the 13th being the actual Feast Day of St. Anthony de Padua.
2. Nuestra Señora de los Dolores, Pilar: This area on the east bank of the Rio Grande was first farmed by the Jicarilla Apache. The
community of Pilar, originally named Cienaguilla (little marshes), was settled by 25 families in 1795 on land granted by Fernando
Chacón, governor of New Mexico. The adobe church was built in 1892. The church is one of 47 churches in New Mexico named for Our
Lady of Sorrows, a figure symbolizing the seven sorrows in the life of Mary. Her Feast Day is on September 15.
3. San Juan Nepomuceno, Llano San Juan: The village of Llano San Juan was founded in 1796 by three families who petitioned Gov.
Fernando Chacón for permission to build several towns in the valley. The adobe church was built around 1832 and the pitched roof and
belfry were added later. There is a composanto next to the church. San Juan has a large following that spread from Europe to Mexico to
New Mexico. In New Mexico the Penitentes adopted him as a symbol of secrecy. His Feast Day is May 16.
4. Ruins and Camposanto de San Gerónimo, Taos Pueblo: The original San Gerónimo Church was build in 1619 and was destroyed
during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. It was rebuilt in 1726 and destroyed again by the US Army during the Taos Rebellion in 1847. The
belltower has been restored as a reminder of the 150 Indian lives lost there. The new San Gerónimo was built in 1850. There are several
pieces of 18th and 19th century santero art in the new church.The Feast of San Gerónimo (Saint Jerome) is on September 30.

5. San Gerónimo Mission, San Gerónimo: San Gerónimo was founded about 1835 on the site of a pre-Spanish pueblo on the west side
of Tecolote Creek. Originally called Los Valles de San Gerónimo de Tecolote, it was an important trading center until around World War
II. Only a few families live there now. The church was built in 1906. St. Jerome’s Feast Day is September 30.
6. Pigeons at El Santuario de Chimayó: Because it is believed that this church was built upon sacred earth that has miraculous healing
powers, this is perhaps the most visited of any church in northern New Mexico. Chimayó was settled prior to 1680 and resettled in 1695.
Originally build as a private chapel by Bernardo Abeyta around 1814, in 1929 the chapel was transferred to the Archdiocese of Santa Fe.
The Archdiocese has designated it as a pilgrimage site. Feast Days are January 15 and July 25.
7. San Isidro Labrador, Sapello: This adobe church was probably built in the mid-1800s and is located on the Mora Land Grant. It is
one of 16 mission churches in the Mora Valley including Holman, El Turquillo, Golondrinas, Ojo Feliz, LeDoux, Monte Aplanado, and
Cleveland. A composanto surrounds the church. The Feast of San Isidro Labrador the Farmer is on May 15, but the church is no longer used.
8-9. Santuário de San Lorenzo, Bernalillo: The Santuário de San Lorenzo was the original Our Lady of Sorrows church, constructed
in 1856 with 20 foot high adobe walls that are three and a half feet thick. It combines features of Spanish and Mexican achitecture with
elements brought by French-born Jean-Baptiste Lamy, the first Roman Catholic bishop in New Mexico under US rule. Feast day coincides with the 1680 Pueblo Revolt when 21 Franciscans were martyred. Fiestas de San Lorenzo in Bernalillo are celebrated on August 9,
10 and 11. The residents of Bernalillo made a promise when they returned after the Pueblo Revolt that if San Lorenzo would keep them
safe, they would dance in his honor each year. These dances are the largest and oldest unbroken tradition of the Matachines.
10. Capilla and Camposanto de San Isidro Santa Teresita Church: The village of Johnson Ranch was founded in 1920 by Juan
Cristobal Gonzáles and four of his brothers. The church was build in 1932. The Feast of San Isidro Labrador the Farmer is on May 15
complete with a procession for the blessing of the fields. There is also a feast for Santa Teresa celebrated October 15.
11. San José de Gracia de las Trampas, Las Trampas: Founded in 1751 by a Spanish land grant entitled Santo Tomás Apostol del
Río de las Trampas, (Saint Thomas, Apostle of the River of Traps). At that time the closest church was at Picurís Pueblo, nine miles
away which was a great distance in the 1700s. The villagers financed and built their church by contributing 1/6 of their earnings as well
as performing the work. This is one of only three churches in northern New Mexico from the 18th century and it is still in use. The
church ceiling is painted with 18th and 19th century designs and the interior is decorated with notable artworks of 18th and 19th century
santeros. It was designated a National Historic Site in 1967 when it was restored to its original state. Parishioners maintain the church,
remudding the structure every few years. Although generally locked except during services, you can inquire who has the key and, if
available, they will let you in. Feast Day is March 19, celebrated with vespers, a procession and a mass.

12. La Capilla de San Miguel, La Bajada: The tiny agricultural village of La Bajada (the descent) sits on the bank of the Santa Fe
River at the base of a black lava mesa at the end of what used to be one of the most treacherous roads in New Mexico. During colonial
times, La Bajada Hill was the dividing line between the two great economic and governmental regions of Hispanic NM, the Río Abajo,
“lower river,” and the Río Arriba, “upper river”. In 1903 and 1909, the Territorial Highway Commission appropriated funds for realignment of the old wagon road, opening it to automobiles. The new roadway was part of Route 66 1925-1932. San Miguel chapel was built
around 1837 as part of missionary activities and was rebuilt in 1975/1976. San Miguel’s Feast Day is observed on September 29.
13-14. Campanarios at El Rancho de las Golondrinas: A campanario is a bell tower. Both of these are located at El Rancho de las
Golondrinas, “The Ranch of the Swallows.” This historic rancho, now a living history museum, dates from the early 1700s and was an
important paraje or stopping place along the famous Camino Real, the Royal Road from Mexico City to Santa Fe. On the left is the bell
tower on the Morada de la Conquistadora (Penitente meeting place). The morada is a replica but accurate in detail. On festival weekends,
you may be lucky enough to hear Penitente Hermanos chanting alabados (prayers). On the right is the bell tower on La Capilla de Manuel
Baca, a family chapel in one of the original buildings which has been restored.
15. Sacred Taos Mountain and La Morada de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe: The Morada de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe (built in
1793) is listed on the State and National Historic Registers. It is the largest and least altered of its kind in the state and is highly significant
to understanding Los Hermanos Penitentes. Taos was a major stronghold for the brotherhood throughout the 19th century and one of three
likely locations where it originated (the other two being Abiquiú and Santa Cruz de la Cañada). The legendary Don Antonio José
Martínez ofTaos, along with his Penitente followers, played a key role in the fateful Taos Rebellion. After Padre Martínez’ death in 1867,
Catholic authorities in Santa Fe stepped up efforts to ban public penance, forcing the Hermandad underground and transforming it into one
of the most powerful political forces in the state. In 1947 the Penitentes were welcomed back into the Church but periodically there is an
effort by church authorities to gain control. The general response is “you’ve left us to fend for our communities’ spiritual and social needs
all these years and now you want to tell us how to do it?” So they remain somewhat isolated, meeting in these ancient moradas, usually off
the beaten path. After 100 years of declining membership, many moradas’ membership is growing and they report that “The Brotherhood
is alive and well”.
16. La Morada de Nuestra Señora de Dolores del Alto de Abiquiú: One of two active moradas in Abiquiú, this iconic 300 year-old
structure has been imortalized by painters and photographers alike. At the invitation of Hermano and Santero Charles Carrillo, Joan and
her husband, José, were fortunate enough to be allowed to join the procession of sorrows from this morada to the other in Abiquiú on a
Good Friday and to observe the traditional chants and rituals. The tradition dates back to at least the 1790s, says Carrillo, the Hermandad’s
historian. The morada has been vandalized and burned, but rebuilt; the Hermanos have never lost faith.

17. Iglesia de San Francisco de Asís, Golden: Years before the California and Colorado gold rushes, the site of Golden became the first
gold rush west of the Mississippi River, placer gold was discovered on Tuerto Creek on the southwest side of the Ortíz Mountains and in
the late 1820’s two small mining camps developed as a result of the mineral finds. It was shortly after these mining camps were formed that
the San Francisco Catholic Church was built (around 1830). The Feast Day of San Francisco de Asís is on October 4.
18. Nuestra Señora de San Juan de los Lagos, Talpa: Established as Nuestra Señora de San Juan de los Lagos de Río Chiquito, in
1827 Bernardo Durán petitioned Padre Martínez for the right to build a chapel in honor of Our Lady of San Juan. Duran provided the
funds to build the small church which was completed in 1828. The small, ornate altar screen in the chapel was painted by the santero
Molleno in 1828. The Patron Saint, Our Lady of Saint John of the Lakes (also called Our Lady of Talpa), is housed in the central niche
of the altar screen and was carved by Rafael Aragón. She has an extensive wardrobe of satin gowns, capes, jewels and crowns changed
regularly by the mayórdomos. It is not open to visitors. Although named for San Juan de los Lagos, the church celebrates its feast day
with Nuestra Señora del Rosario on October 7.
19. Iglesia de San Rafael, La Cueva: In the early 1800’s the Governor of the New Mexico Territory granted some 32,000 thousand
acres out of the original Mora Land Grant to Vincente and his wife Josefa. It is said that he named the site La Cueva de los Pescadores
(the cave of the fisher people) amd the name La Cueva survived, dating to about 1851 (after Ft. Union was built). It is a National Historic
District belonging to the Salman family. This abandoned adobe church was built in 1862 and is of 28 inch thick mud-plastered walls with
a pitched roof. The New Mexico Community Foundation and local villagers have made efforts to restore the church. It is recognized for
its French Cathederal windows, a unique detail in this small, intimate adobe chapel. Feast Day is on October 24.
20. Camposanto and Capilla de Santo Niño de Atocha, La Manga: Santo Niño de Atocha is the patron saint of prisoners and in New
Mexico he is often found with gifts left by visitors, most notably pairs of tiny shoes which are given to Santo Niño because of the
traditional belief that he wears his shoes out as he wanders through the night searching for travelers and others in need. Joan had watched
this little chapel on the hill for years, in various states of disrepair, now the villagers have restored it. We have yet to find the history of
the village or the chapel, but La Manga means sleeve in Spanish. It can also mean “fringe of land” and no doubt that is where this tiny
town got its name. There is no set date for Feast Day.
21. Morada de la Conquistadora, El Rancho de las Golondrinas: This morada is dedicated to the oldest statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary in the United States, a tiny statue carved in Spain in the early 1600s and first named Our Lady of the Assumption, originally her
wooden garment was painted crimson and covered with gold leaf in arabesque designs, the costume of a Moorish princess. She arrived
with Juan de Oñate in 1540, traveled with the faithful as they fled Santa Fe during the Pueblo Revolt and returned with De Vargas in
1692. Today, enshrined in the Lady’s Chapel of the Cathedral of St. Francis, she is called “Our Lady of the Rosary, La Conquistadora.”

22. Hollyhocks bloom at Santa Cruz Church, Ojo Caliente: Hollyhocks are members of the mallow family, known and grown since
time immemorial for its healing powers. Ojo Caliente was settled in the 1730s. When the Utes posed a threat, inhabitants built a fortress
church, completed in 1811. A new church was built next to it in 1939, also named Santa Cruz (Holy Cross). Feast Day is May 3.
23. El Camposanto de San Luis Gonzalo de Amarante, Las Tablas: This adobe church was built in 1899, the correct name of the
patron saint for the church is Saint Amarant of Gonzaga but due to local usage, the church’s name is San Luis Gonzalo de Amarante. In
New Mexico, Luis Gonzaga and Gonzalo de Amarante became inextricably confused. Feast Day is observed on June 21.
24. Tres Calvarios de la Morada de San Rafael Arcángel, Ensenada: This morada near Ensenada is unusual in that it is a relatively
new building and there is a sign identifying it. Whether or not it was built on an older site we couldn’t determine. The morada itself is a
very simple building as many are, but these magnificent white crosses against the Brazos Cliffs on a stormy day created a striking image.
25-26. El Santuario de Chimayó: Although Chimayó was settled before the Pueblo Revolt, the Santuario was built as a private
chapel by Bernardo Abeyta around 1814. José Aragón painted the two altar screens on the left around 1820 and Rafael Aragón carved the
bulto of San Rafael the Archangel that sits in the niche of the first altar screen on the left, as well as the second altar screen on the right.
Other fine examples of santero art adorn the church including Saint James (Santiago), patron saint of horsemen. Known for its miraculous
healing powers, during Holy Week thousands of people walk to the Santuario from places far and near. For over 150 years, pilgrims have
visited the chapel for the miraculous healing earth and often leave their crutches and braces to hang on the chapel walls along with prayers
of gratitude. The Feast of Our Lord of Esquipulas is celebrated January 15 and the Feast of Saint James (Santiago) in July.
27. Sacred Black Mesa and La Capilla de la Sagrada Familia, Pajarito: La Capilla de la Familia Sagráda (The Holy Family) is at the
base of Black Mesa, a sacred mountain on the San Ildefonso Pueblo reservation. Joan has photographed and painted this family chapel in
Pajarito many times over the years. The chapel was built in the 1920s but was nearing ruin in the 1990s. The community’s restoration work
was assisted by Cornerstones Community Partnerships.
28. Offerings to Nuestra Señora de Milagros, Barélas: B. Ruppe Drugs, which has done business in downtown Albuquerque since 1883,
is New Mexico’s oldest continually operating pharmacy. Maclovia Sánchez de Zamora, yerbera, prescribes herbs and oils and tinctures for
what ails you. Ruppes is a wonderland, an institution and a treasure, and soon it will be gone. Maclovia is almost 90 now and ready to stop
working. Many who have been healed by her herbs have left offerings to Nuestra Señora de Milagros.
Credits: Several sources were used to verify building dates, correct Spanish usage, dates of Feast Days and more. Among them were: “Built of Earth and
Song” by Marie Romero Cash; “Historic Churches of Taos and Northern New Mexico” from the Town of Taos; “A Dictionary of New Mexico and Southern Colorado Spanish” by Rubén Cobos and “The Place Names of New Mexico” by Robert Julyan.

